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the districts and other relevant information regarding the progress of propaganda.
A general appeal addressed to the Trustees of Hindu Temples was issued by the
Secretary and circulated through press and in pamphlet from in English, Marathi,
and Hindi all over the country. Prominent workers and eminent leaders in other
provinces were approached to issue similar appeals. These appeals, it appears, had
good effect upon the mind of most people whose attitude in matters of internal
reform of Hindu society had been markedly favourable during recent years. For
a variety of reasons every thinking Hindu, belonging to whatever school of thought,
appears to realise to-day the supreme need of a complete overhauling of social
life in order to effect a re-adjustment that would answer all the pressing needs
of the day and bring about social solidarity.
response
The first temple opened through the Committee's efforts was the big Datta
Durbar temple at Ellichpur in Berars. Influential Hindu organisations besides
the Congress had been vigorously working towards the same end and a very good
response was beginning to be made without any opposition worth the name almost
everywhere. About half-a-dozen temples in the mofussil towns and villages were
announced to have been declared open and the trustees of some of the biggest
temples in Bombay were being successfully moved. Sjt Bhopatkar, President,
Poona Asprishyata Nivarak Mandal issed a closely reasoned appeal addressed to
the trustees of the historical Parvati Temple of Poona exhorting them to open the
doors of the famous temple to all Hindus including untouchables.
second stage
Our appeals were vigorously supported by a number of leading caste H ndus and
it seemed for a while to promise rich fruition when suddenly the movement of direct
action under the title of "Temple Entry Satyagraha" was launched by certain leaders
of the untouchable communities in Poona to force an entry into the Parvati
Temple.
an anxious situation
With the broadcasting of moderate ideas of freedom and self-assertion in the
matter of birth-rights and as a result of years of earnest efforts of the reforming
sections among Hindus, a sudden self-consciousness has swept over the depressed
classes during recent years. To their leaders the existing disabilities are too
galling to be tolerated for a moment longer and they are naturally impatient with
the pace of reform wh.ch even their accredited sympathisers among caste Hindus
would deem acceptable for the moment. They attacked the caste Hindu leaders
and workers, questioned their bonafides and attributed all their efforts for the
uplift of the untouchables to sheer jealousy of Mussalmans or Christians. In
Bombay they openly talked of equality of status not only in all out-door dealings
but in the matter of inter-dining and inter-marriage. They endorsed the action
of those who gave up Hindu Religion and embraced Islam as the most effective
method of teaching a lesson to the Hindus. The "Satyagraha" which the Bombay
untouchable leaders proposed to resort to was naturally different from the well-
known methods of Mahatma Gandhi inasmuch as they did not make too much of a
fetish of non-violence. All these upset the Hindu population in Bombay and
Poona almost entirely and an atmosphere of increasing good-will that had prevailed
was completely marred for the time being. Acute tension prevailed both in Bombay
and PoQna for weeks and the news and the controversies raging in the city proved
equally disastrous to the atmosphere in the districts. The alarmist and die-hard
elements among the class Hinfdus got a unique opportunity to raise the cry of
"religion in danger** and setting up a bitter opposition among the caste Hindus and
representing the temple entry agitation as only the thin end of the wedge. The
signboards at the entrance of most temples **for Hindus only" were substituted
in hot haste for new ones bearing the words "admission restricted to High Caste
Hindus only" and legal authorities were ransacked to unearth judicial decisions
in support of maintaining intact the customary bans. Most trustees now realised for
the first time that there were legal difficulties in the way of removal of customary
bans in Temples. Difficulties w&ich could hardly have arisen in an atmosphere

